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I received this from the Indiana State Fire Marshals Office this month
Contact Tom Hinkle, thinkle@sema.state.in.us to be placed on the Fire
Marshal's Extra Alarm mailing list

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEW
NEW

Revised Bloodborne Pathogen Exposure Information
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Senate Enrolled Act 343 is effective July 1,2003.
Sections 5 through 11 are of particular interest to emergency providers. In the event an
EMS provider is exposed to blood or body fluids, the law requires the pt be tested for
communicable disease and that the EMS provider be informed of the results. It is crucial
that systems and services inform people of this law and stress the importance of
IMMEDIATELY reporting the incident and getting the pt tested, as the window for
initiating appropriate treatment is small. Included are some excerpts from the law below,
but the entire law can be found on the web. All systems should be familiar with this new
law and get all appropriate policies/paperwork in place.
SECTION 5. IC16-41-10-1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2003]: Sec. 1.
As used in this chapter, "emergency medical services provider" means a firefighter, a law
enforcement officer, a paramedic, an emergency medical technician, a physician licensed
under IC25-22.5, a nurse licensed under IC25-23, or other person who provides emergency
medical services in the course of the person's employment.
SECTION 7. IC16-41-10-2.5 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2003]:
Sec. 2.5. (a) A patient (including a patient who is unable to consent due to physical or
mental incapacity) to whose blood or body fluids an emergency medical services provider
is exposed as described in section 2 of this chapter is considered to have
consented to:
(1) testing for the presence of a dangerous communicable disease of a type that has been
epidemiologically demonstrated to be transmittable by an exposure of the kind experienced
by the emergency medical services provider; and
(2) release of the testing results to a medical director or physician described in
section 3 of this chapter. The medical director or physician shall notify the emergency
medical services provider of the test results.

Are you prepared?
Director: Ron Huffman

